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Introduction 

Early Manchurian Colonization 

For Japan’s Kwantung Army (KA), using Japanese colonists in Manchuria served 

as a viable solution to the problems it faced after establishing its puppet government, 

Manchukuo, in 1932.  The KA used immigrants from Japan in an attempt to create 

stability in the region by aiding the army in suppressing an anti-Japanese movement that 

had become ever more active after the establishment of Manchukuo.  Attacks by Chinese 

insurgents, whom the Japanese referred to as “bandits,” began to increase in their 

frequency and size.  In a particularly large skirmish in February 1934, 700 armed Chinese 

insurgents attacked and disarmed district police and successfully killed no less than ten 

Japanese military commanders.1  Although the KA had lobbied for government support 

of Manchurian colonization since 1932, it was not until 1936 when it finally succeeded in 

getting that support.  With the inclusion of the colonization of Manchuria in national 

policy by the Hirota cabinet in 1936, Japan officially aimed to send approximately five 

million Japanese (one million families) to Manchuria over a period of twenty years.  Had 

Japan accomplished its goal, Japanese immigrants would have jumped from composing 

two percent of Manchuria’s total population to fifteen percent.  Furthermore, the five 

million colonists Japan hoped to send would have provided essential support for a scant 

KA force in Manchuria of only 10,000 men, which needed to suppress a rising Chinese 

insurgency.2  

                                                 
1 Naganoken rekishi kyōikusha kyōgikai, Man-mō kaitaku seishōnen giyūgun to shinnō kyōikukai (Tōkyō: 
Ōtsuki shoten, 2000), pp.26-27. 
2 Wikipedia.com estimates that the 1934 Japanese population in Manchuria was 590,760 people. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manchukuo#Population (accessed in June 2005) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manchukuo#Population
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 In addition to mitigating the inner turmoil of Manchukuo, the KA also resolved to 

use Japanese colonists as a line of defense against a mounting Soviet threat.  Frequent 

hostilities between the Soviet Union and the Japanese along the Manchukuo border, the 

establishment of a Soviet puppet-government in neighboring Outer Mongolia, the 

Mongolian People’s Republic, and Josef Stalin’s decision to begin channeling military 

resources to support China’s Kuomintang government in 1937 all added to the trepidation 

of KA officials.3  The threat of Soviet attack prompted the KA to use Japanese colonists, 

who received military training, as a military reserve that would assist the military in the 

event of invasion; the KA envisioned colonists who would simultaneously quell domestic 

insurrection in Manchukuo and act as a military reserve in the event of a Soviet invasion. 

 Support for foreign emigration was not limited to the KA and those in the Hirota 

cabinet, it was also prevalent in Japan’s rural areas.  For village leaders of the early 1930s, 

Manchurian colonization was a means to recover from the economic depression that had 

plagued a significant portion of rural Japan since the late 1920s.  Advocacy was 

especially fervent within villages whose main income crop was silk.  Shimo-ina County 

in Nagano prefecture, for instance, was the largest silk producing county in Japan with 

seventy percent of its cultivated land dedicated to silk production in 1929.4  A plummet in 

the value of silk compounded with repeated crop failures pushed areas like Shimo-ina 

into a severe economic depression.  Japan’s decision to return its currency to the gold 

standard, which was reinstalled on January 11, 1930, for example, sent the price of silk 

                                                 
3 Sherwood S. Cordier, “Red Star vs. the Rising Sun,” 2003, 
http://historynet.com/wwii/blred_star_rising_sun/index2.html (accessed June 2005) 
4 Saito Toshie, “Shimo-ina chiiki niokeru manshū imin no sōshutsu katei” (The Course of the Manchurian 
Emigraton from Shimo-ina ), in Iida City Institute of Historical Research, ed., Iidashi rekishikenkyūjyo 
nenhō (The Annual Bulletin of Iida City Institute of Historical Research) (Iida: Shinano shinbunsha 
shuppankyoku, 2003), p. 83. 

http://historynet.com/wwii/blred_star_rising_sun/index2.html
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spiraling down from 2200 yen a bundle to a mere 600 yen a bundle.5  As Louise Young 

notes, these price drops spurred land owners to react in one of three ways: “evicting 

tenants in order to expand the area of land they cultivated themselves; selling the land 

they had hitherto leased; or renting the land out at a higher price.”6  Naturally, such 

responses made the acquisition of land and employment exceedingly difficult for tenant 

farmers.  These difficulties were further accentuated when factory workers from the city 

returned home after being laid off as a result of the great depression.  The large number 

of unemployed and the subsequent competition for land supported the assertion that there 

were too many people and not enough land.  It was for this reason leaders of 

economically struggling villages often created programs to send “excess population” to 

Manchuria.  It is clear village leaders in Shimo-ina County were particularly enthusiastic 

about using Manchurian colonization as a remedy for their economic woes, because 

eighty-three percent of the county’s villages had established revival plans that centered 

on emigration by 1935, preceding the inclusion of colonization in national policy.7   

 

The Inclusion of Youth 

Kaitaku-dan (colonizing groups) who went to Manchuria between 1932 and 1936 

were primarily composed of adults.  From 1932 to 1934 participation in emigrant groups 

were limited to retired military men (zaigō gunjin), who were normally in their late 

twenties or early thirties.  Even when the KA permitted civilians to join colonizing 

groups from 1935, the initial groups were predominately composed of adults.  A civilian 

who wanted to join a colonizing group and did not have any specialized skills could do so 

                                                 
5 Ibid. 
6 Louise Young, Japan’s Total Empire (Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1998), p.326. 
7 Saito, “Shimo-ina chiiki niokeru manshū imin no sōshutsu katei,” p.84. 
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until he reached the age of forty, although individuals younger than thirty were 

preferred.8  There were no age limits for those who had specialized skills, for instance, in 

medicine.9  However, by the early 1940s youth (between 14 and 19 years old) came to 

make up the majority of emigrants taking part in Manchurian colonization.  For example, 

while 5,052 general emigrants (ippan kaitakudan) left for Manchuria in 1941, over 

16,000 youth left Japan through a single youth-emigrant program, the Patriotic Youth 

Brigade, during the same year.10 

The incorporation of youth into Manchurian colonization by the KA and domestic 

advocates can be attributed to insufficiencies in adult emigration and to the superior 

results of a few early colonial youth groups.  The military draft and economic upturn 

resulting from the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese War in 1937 absorbed many of the rural 

unemployed that had composed the bulk of the Manchurian-bound emigrants.  As a result, 

the early 1930s population surplus in rural Japan had quickly turned into a deficit, and the 

number of emigrants was critically low by the end of the decade.  With the surplus of 

population having been drafted into the army or finding employment, the practicality of 

continuing with foreign emigration came under criticism in some areas.  The prefectural 

governor of Yamagata, for instance, openly expressed his opposition declaring that “with 

the insufficiencies in labor we can not continue with the colonial project as we have in 

the past.”11  By 1938 it had become readily apparent to the KA and homeland advocates 

of Manchurian colonization that its programs had to be supplemented in some way.  And 

                                                 
8 Miura Etsuro, “Tairiku wa maneku Manshu kaitakusha mondō,” Ie no hikari (April 1939), p.147. 
9 Ibid. 
10 The program was called the Patriotic Youth Brigade, and it did not admit boys older who were over 19 
years old.  Araragi Shinzō, Manshū imin no rekishi shakaigaku (Kyoto: Kōrosha, 1994), p.51. 
11 Ibid., p.50. 
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it was the results of one experimental colonial youth group that underscored youth as the 

answer to the authorities’ problems.   

 Reports applauding the Jyōga Youth’s superiority in Manchuria existed before the 

KA sought to fill its faltering colonization programs with youth on a nation-wide level.  

The Jyōga Youth was originally organized by Tōmiya Tetsuo in 1934 and was designed 

to send young, male teenagers to Manchukuo where they were stationed in Jyōga near the 

Siberian border.  According to a report analyzing the results of this unit, the youth in this 

group were “full of morale and vitality, followed orders exactly, were able to adapt to the 

area’s climate, were adept at following orders during military training,” and concluded 

that youth colonists “positively surpassed the results of normal adult emigrants.”12  

Because the Jyōga Youth had proved the vitality of youth abroad, when the KA needed to 

supplement a faltering colonial program, it naturally turned to Japan’s young people.  The 

outbreak of war in 1937, and the subsequent insufficiencies in the numbers of emigrating 

adult colonists, acted as the catalyst that sparked the KA and other promoters of 

colonization to implement the nation-wide recruitment of youth through an organization 

which was named the Patriotic Youth Brigade (PYB) in 1938. 

The KA intended to use the PYB in Manchuria in much the same way it had the 

colonial groups preceding it—as a military reserve to stabilize Manchukuo and provide 

aid in the event of invasion.  The petition calling for the PYB’s creation defined its role in 

Manchuria as “helping complete the Hirota cabinet’s colonial national policy, supervising 

a colonial village after the completion of training, securing transportation lines, and 

making all possible contributions to protect supply lines in a time of crisis.”13  In addition 

                                                 
12 Quoted in Naganoken rekishi kyōgikai, Man-mō kaitaku seishōnen giyūgun,  p.31. 
13Ibid. 
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to protecting the railroad systems, the mission statement of the “Outline for 

Implementing the Colonizing Youth” (seishōnen kaitakumin jissi yoryō) explains how 

PYB youth were also expected to protect Japanese citizens living in Manchukuo and 

suppress the Chinese insurgency.14  Although it is not clearly stated in the above 

documents, when we look at the tactical positioning of PYB colonial villages, the KA’s 

intention of using the PYB as a means of defense against the Soviet Union is obvious.  

Referring to Appendix 1, one should note that the greater number of PYB colonial 

villages were established directly along the Manchukuo-Siberian border; the remaining 

groups not located in close proximity to the Northern border were in the vicinity of rail 

lines.  The positioning of PYB camps and PYB colonial villages, which run parallel to 

the Siberian border, suggests that the KA also intended to use the PYB as a line of 

defense in the event of a Soviet attack.  However, the KA would need a large number of 

youth to secure the rail lines and produce the reserve it desired to create, and this proved 

to be an exceedingly difficult task.   

Recruits entering the PYB were volunteers, not conscripts, and had to be 

convinced that joining the PYB was right for them.  However, as Appendix 2 indicates, in 

terms of meeting annual goals, PYB propaganda was not usually successful.  During 

1938, the first year of nationwide recruitment, 30,000 adolescents between the ages of 

sixteen and nineteen were sought to emigrate as a part of the PYB.  In fact, only seventy-

three percent (21,999) of the desired number of youth volunteered.  In the following year 

only twenty-nine percent of the 30,000 person target was met, and despite a significantly 

lower goal of 12,600 youth in 1940, only seventy percent of the goal was met.15  The only 

                                                 
14 Ibid., p.32. 
15 Ibid., p. 12. 
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year during which the PYB managed to achieve its goal was 1941, when it reached 105.1 

percent of its goal.16  Despite repeated failures, the PYB managed to send over 86,000 

youth between 1938 and 1945.17  Of these youth, 57,100 were sent between 1941 and 

1945.18  This was over twice the number of general emigrants (ippan kaitakudan) sent 

during the same time period.19  While the PYB did not achieve its annual goals, it did 

manage to send more emigrants than any other youth-emigrant program during the later 

period of emigration (1938-1945), and in this regard it can be deemed a success.  The 

PYB would not have been able to mobilize the youth to the extent it did if not for the 

effectiveness of its propaganda, and it is to this propaganda to which this paper now turns 

its focus. 

 

Early Manchurian Colonization Propaganda 

 Propaganda aims to either spread a particular ideology among a group of people 

or mobilize a group of people for a certain course of action.  For example, propaganda 

promoting Manchurian colonization from the late 1930s tried to convince Japan’s rural 

impoverished that emigrating to Manchuria was in their own best interests, the interests 

of their village, and the interests of the nation.  In accordance with these assertions, 

propaganda simultaneously: (1) portrayed Manchukuo as an inviting and thriving 

agricultural country offering individuals a better life;  (2) portrayed emigration as a 

means to resolve the economic depression that plagued many villages in rural Japan; and 

(3) portrayed the protection of the nation’s life line, Manchukuo, as the duty of all 

                                                 
16 Ibid. 
17 Ibid. 
18 17,267 general emigrants.  Araragi, Manshū imin no rekishi, p.51. 
19 Ibid. 
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Japanese people.  The preface of a pamphlet entitled “For Those Entering a New 

Manchurian Life” (Arata ni manshu seikatsu ni hairu tameni), for example, emphasizes 

the importance of emigration for the good of the empire and the realization of racial 

harmony.    On the other hand, the body of the pamphlet focuses on the personal benefits 

Manchuria offered potential immigrants.  One section of the main text reads, “If you 

would like to live a lifestyle more joyous, comfortable, competitive, and far better than 

anything you have experienced, then you should not waste another second in departing 

[from Japan].”20  The accommodating photographs of bountiful harvests, like the one 

below, also served as testament to the notion that Manchuria was a prosperous land 

offering its Japanese immigrants agricultural success.  However, these articles were often 

one-sided and frequently overlooked the hardships many colonists were forced to endure 

while abroad.  In short, most propaganda promoting emigration to Manchuria focused on 

what its target audience needed to hear to be inspired to emigrate and ignored anything 

that might have deterred them from doing so.   

 

 
Picture found in Ōhira Tokuzō, Arata ni Manshū seikatsu ni hairu hito no tameni:tomansya no shintoku, p. 29 

 

                                                 
20 Ōhira Tokuzō, Arata ni Manshū seikatsu ni hairu hito no tameni:tomansya no shintoku (Manshū teikoku 
takumukyoku, n.d.), p. 7. 
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 Propaganda promoting the Patriotic Youth Brigade (PYB) used similar methods.  

PYB propaganda claimed Manchuria offered youth a better life than what was otherwise 

unavailable to them if they stayed in Japan, and also claimed that emigrating to 

Manchuria was their duty as a member of the Japanese nation.  Likewise, when 

propaganda addressed the PYB itself, it often overlooked the harsh reality that the PYB 

was nothing more than a paramilitary body which the Kwantung Army (KA) planned to 

use as a means to stabilize and defend Manchukuo.  Instead, school teachers and PYB 

pamphlets often stressed the agricultural role of the PYB.  Even when the possibility of 

an active military role, for example, fighting Chinese insurgents, was addressed, PYB 

pamphlets described the phenomenon as one exclusively limited to those who had joined 

the PYB within the first few years of its establishment.  However, not all PYB 

propaganda abstained from affiliating the PYB with the military.  On the contrary, PYB 

advocates were meticulously associating the PYB with the military.  The attempts that 

propaganda made to minimize the PYB’s military role and simultaneously associate it 

with the military may appear to be counterproductive; however, a plethora of evidence 

suggests it was not. 

In addition to emphasizing the personal benefits gained when one emigrated, PYB 

advocates believed that using specific Kanji characters and military-like cavalcades to 

associate the PYB with the military would also be effective in persuading youth to join 

the PYB.  There are at least two pieces of evidence supporting this premise: (1) education 

methods like Kōa Kyōiku (Rise of Asia Education), which were designed to inculcate 

students with military doctrine, produced students who were more receptive to 

institutions associated with the military; and (2) reservist groups (zaigō gundan) 
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frequently interacted with children in youth groups (seishōnendan) and led them in an 

array of activities that benefited the entire village.  These included, for instance, road 

repairs and agricultural assistance to needy families, which is one reason why reservist 

groups were usually respected in Japan’s rural villages.  Because the military was 

regarded so favorably in rural Japan, attempts to compare the PYB to the Imperial Army 

while downplaying its future military role were not counterproductive, but worked 

together to raise the appeal of the PYB among rural youth.  Thus, we can conclude that 

PYB propaganda, like the colonial propaganda preceding it, aimed to portray the PYB in 

a manner advocates believed would be the most persuasive.  They achieved this by 

portraying the PYB as an organization that gave youth the opportunity to create a better 

life for themselves; fulfill their obligation to their village, nation, and emperor; and earn 

prestige similar to that given to military recruits without the peril of active combat with 

the enemy.  Now this paper will attempt to provide evidence to support these 

generalizations. 

 
Chapter 1: Work of the Yamato Race 
 
 It was a cold winter’s night when Misawa Yutaka, a higher-primary school 

teacher during World War II, was visited by one of his students.  After letting the boy in, 

the boy’s wavering voice indicated to Misawa that there was a problem.  Misawa 

inquired as to what the problem was, and the student confided: “Everyday at school I’m 

told to join the PYB, but my parents are opposed to my enrollment.  My father can’t 

move his body freely, my mom is susceptible to illness, and my older brother has gone to 



 12

work at the local factory.  So, farming will become dreadfully difficult for my family if I 

leave.”21  Misawa recalls his response:  

I puffed my chest out and said, “Manchuria is Japan’s life line!  If young people 
like you don’t take on this important mission, how is the Yamato race supposed to 
prosper?!  Currently, the farming villages [of Japan] are deadlocked.  It is for this 
reason you young people must embark to the new lands [of Manchuria].  The vast 
and fertile valleys are calling and awaiting your arrival.” And the next day I was 
told by a colleague that he had joined the PYB.22    
 

Clearly, Misawa tried to “push” his student to Manchuria by declaring that opening up 

the Manchurian frontier was his and all young peoples’ duty.  Like most propaganda 

disseminated from the late 1930s on, Misawa maintained that emigrating to Manchuria 

was for the prosperity of the Yamato race and was a solution to the depression that 

plagued many rural villages in Japan.  Before addressing how propaganda used this 

concept of duty in an attempt to mobilize youth, we must first briefly discuss the ideology 

on which these obligations were based, the “farmer spirit." 

 

Realizing that “I am Japanese” 

 Katō Kanji, a right-wing agrarian who actively promoted the colonization of 

Manchuria, and whose group of supporters included professors in Kyoto and Tokyo 

Universities’ Departments of Agriculture, KA leaders, and officials in the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Forestry, advocated an ideology that stressed devotion to the emperor. 23  

This ideology, which Kato often referred to as the “farmer spirit” (nōmin damashi), 

started with the realization that one existed as a member of the Yamato race unified under 

the emperor.  He underscores the importance of this awareness in an article published in 
                                                 
21 Quoted in Naganoken rekishi kyōgikai, Man-mō kaitaku seishōnen giyūgun to shinnō kyōikukai, p.110. 
22 Ibid. 
23 For more information on Kato Kanji’s philosophies and his motivation behind promoting Manchurian 
colonization refer to Thomas R.H. Havens, “Katō Kanji and Agricultural Expansionism” in Farm and 
Nation in Modern Japan: Agrarian Nationalism, 1870-1940. 
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January of 1933.  Katō urged farmers to “become aware that [they were] the farmers of 

the imperial nation (tenkoku).”  And instructed them to “Transcend religion, first become 

Japanese.  Transcend political factions, first become Japanese.  Transcend social class, 

first become Japanese.  If Japanese blood is flowing in your veins, be aware that you and 

your countrymen are both a part of the same nation.”24  Katō also argued that the 

achievement of this consciousness was not limited to a specific group of Japanese, but 

was “the true sincerity lurking at the bottom of all of those who were Japanese.”25   

The idea of solidarity Katō called for through the unification under the emperor, 

the “farmer spirit,” did not originate from Katō, but was used at least as early as 1877 by 

the Imperial Army to create loyalty among its conscript army.  Daily recitations of the 

Imperial Rescript to Soldiers and Sailors (a document the military believed gave them a 

special relationship with the emperor) and the emperor’s insignia embedded on the sides 

of their weapons, for example, served as reminders of a conscript’s relationship with the 

emperor.26  The successful inculcation of this military ethos produced soldiers ready to 

sacrifice themselves in battle.  One author noted that an indoctrinated soldier often 

possessed “an aggressive spirit and a conviction that Japanese arms were invincible” 

when first entering battle, proving that this ethos served a practical purpose.27  Likewise, 

Katō did not envision his “farmer spirit” simply as an awareness of one’s relationship 

with the emperor, but as an ideology warranting action. 

Once one realized that “I am Japanese,” one could undertake one’s obligation as a 

part of the Yamato race whole-heartedly.  According to Katō, “unification under the 

                                                 
24 Katō Kanji, “Wareha mikuni no nōmin,” Ie no hikari (Janurary 1933), p.34.    
25 Quoted in Sakuramoto Tomio, Man-mō kaitaku seishōnen giyūgun (Tōkyō: Aoki shoten, 1987), p.113. 
26 “Trained in the Hardest School” in Grimsley, Mark., and Maslowski, Peter, eds., In the  
Service of the Emperor (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1998), p.82. 
27 Ibid., p.89. 
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emperor began with the self-awareness that ‘I am Japanese,’… and in accordance with 

this self-awareness they could devote themselves to their duty as members of the Yamato 

race with complete sincerity.”28  Advocates of Manchurian colonization, like Katō Kanji, 

maintained that the duty of rural youth entailed the colonization of Manchuria.   

The first page of the PYB handbook (Manmō kaitaku seishōnen giyūgun techō), a 

booklet all children in the PYB received upon entering Uchihara Training Camp in 

Ibaragi prefecture, prescribes a mission paralleling the duties set by emigration advocates.  

It states, “We the PYB, who are united under the emperor, swear by the god Amaterasu 

to devote ourselves to the sacred plan of the emperor—building Manchukuo—and stand 

ready to devote ourselves to his majesty.”29  Presumably, this was not the first time a 

youth encountered this ideology, because by the early 1940s primary education served as 

another forum to disseminate the ethos which agrarians advocated. 

 Although only a limited number of schools had independently implemented it 

during the late 1930s, by the early 1940s, Kōa Kyōiku (Rise of Asia Education) began to 

gain popularity.  Kōa Kyōiku quickly gained support in Nagano in 1941, when Shinano 

Kyōikukai, Nagano’s provincial board of education, held a large conference dedicated to 

the promotion of its curriculum.  By 1943, the Manchurian Emigration Council had 

created a number of prefectural guidance boards in an attempt to standardize this 

education across the nation.  The curriculum that composed Rise of Asia Education will 

be discussed in greater detail later on, but it is worth noting here that a significant part of 

Kōa Kyōiku classroom education was the instillation of the aforementioned “farmer 

                                                 
28 Quoted in Sakuramoto. Man-mō kaitaku seishōnen giyūgun, p.113. 
29 Seishōnen giyūgun techō (PYB handbook) (n.p., n.d.), p. 1. 
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spirit” and creating students who would be ready to devote themselves to Japan’s colonial 

goals.  

 Those who aimed to propagate the concept of the “farmer spirit” strove to create 

ethnic solidarity and mobilize all citizens for endeavors that would benefit the Yamato 

race.   Colonial propaganda further developed this concept and informed youth that it was 

Manchurian colonization that contributed to this cause.  Accordingly, propaganda argued 

that youth were to participate in colonization, because it was their duty as members of the 

Yamato race.   

 

How the Youth Could Aid the Village and Nation by Emigrating to Manchuria 

By the early 1940s, the conviction that Japan’s possession of Manchuria was 

essential to its prosperity had gained popular support.  This view had been limited to 

military officials in the Kwantung Army, such as Ishiwara Kanji,30 and a handful of 

supporters in Japan during the late 1920s and early 1930s.  Not surprisingly, Japan’s 

newspapers and other organs of mass media, whose in-depth coverage often championed 

the KA’s Northward advance and advocated the Japanese occupation of Manchuria, had a 

hand in expanding domestic support for Japan’s colonial goals.31  Furthermore, political 

fallout with Great Britain and the United States, which started with the Manchurian 

Incident in 1931, worsened with Japan’s withdrawal from the League of Nations in 1933, 

and culminated with the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, had made Japan well aware of its 

dependencies on foreign markets and imports of natural resources.  Finding itself 

                                                 
30 For a detailed account of Ishiwara Kanji’s philosophies, his role as KA operations officer and his 
contributions to the KA refer to Mark R. Peattie, Ishiwara Kanji and Japan’s Confrontation with the West  
31 Louise Young refers to this phenomenon (the militarization of mass media in Japan) as “War Fever.”  
For more information on the media’s methods and motives in promoting war in Asia refer to Louise Young, 
“War Fever” in Japan’s Total Empire. 
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increasingly politically and economically isolated, Japan aimed to create an economic 

bloc in Asia in an attempt to secure markets for its exports and acquire the raw materials 

needed to sustain its total war.  This bloc was often referred to as the East Asian Co-

Prosperity Sphere (tōa kyōei-ken) or the New Order (shin-chitsujo), and Manchuria was 

to act as the core of this new bloc.  It can be surmised that Manchuria’s crucial role in the 

establishment of this bloc prompted propaganda to associate the building of Manchukuo 

with the future prosperity of the Yamato race. 

 The emphasis on Manchuria as an important key to a prosperous empire was 

prominent in printed material, such as leaflets, newspapers, and magazine articles.  An 

article written by the head of the Colonial Ministry, Hatta Yoshiaki, for example, 

addressed the rural youth proclaiming:   

Manchukuo is a brother country that Japan birthed.  It provides Japan with 
a means to block the Soviets at the Northern border and is our lifeline.  It 
is also essential for the construction of a new East Asian order.  The 
propulsion of five-race harmony is our natural duty.…Go! Go to the Asian 
continent and open it up!  For the growth of the Yamato race, for the 
construction of a new East Asian order.32 

 
Similarly, an article which aimed to get children to join the PYB, written by Katō Kanji 

in 1939, emphasized that “rural youth emigrants to Manchuria [are] absolutely necessary 

to successfully create an ideal Manchukuo… And I ask those who may be considering 

emigration to other places, please, come and protect Japan’s lifeline, Manchukuo.”33  

Similar to the two examples above, articles promoting Manchurian colonization often 

tried to convince youth that Manchuria was important for the prosperity of Japan, and 

that emigrating was their “natural duty.”  However, a survey conducted in 1941 suggests 

that printed articles such as these were fairly ineffective in persuading youth to join the 
                                                 
32 Hatta Yoshiaki, “Tairiku no yokudo wa maneku,” Ie no hikari (April 1939), p.35. 
33 Katō Kanji, “Seinen yo kakukotaru shinnen ni ikiyo,” Ie no hikari (Janurary 1939), p.59.  
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PYB, despite their abundance.  According to the survey, only 4.1 percent of youth 

answered that printed propaganda (newspapers, magazine articles, and leaflets) had 

inspired them to join the PYB.  Instead, the majority of new PYB recruits, 77.2 percent, 

said that a teacher’s recommendation was their prime motive for volunteering.34   

 Teachers were the most effective agents of empire among Japanese youth—and 

they were expected to be.  Although the Colonial Ministry (one of the government 

ministries that oversaw Japan’s Manchurian project) had initially entrusted local 

government officials, the reservist association (zaigō gunjinkai), and leaders of youth 

groups (seinendan) with the job of encouraging youth to apply to the PYB, by 1942 this 

responsibility had shifted to education and teachers.  The Colonial Ministry distributed 

PYB quotas to each of the prefectural education boards of the forty-seven prefectures.  

These quotas were then divided amongst a prefecture’s county education boards, and 

finally, allocated to individual schools.  Each school in Shimo-ina County, for instance, 

was informed of their PYB quota by the Shimo-ina County Board of Education (Shimo-

ina kyōikukai), and were expected to send an average of five students per school into the 

PYB (in 1942).  The Shimo-ina County Board of Education assigned schools in its 

jurisdiction these quotas in an attempt to fill the 262 person quota it had received from 

Shinano Kyōikukai (Nagano’s prefectural board of education) during the same year.35  

And Shinano Kyōikukai was informed by the Colonial Ministry in 1942 that the cities in 

Nagano Prefecture were expected to provide 1232 youth for the PYB.36  Thus by the 

early 1940s, schools had been integrated into the government’s attempts to mobilize 

                                                 
34 Naganoken rekishi kyōgikai, Man-mō kaitaku seishōnen giyūgun, p.81. 
35 Saito, “Shimo-ina chiiki niokeru manshū imin no sōshutsu katei,” p.91. 
36 Naganoken rekishi kyōgikai, Man-mō kaitaku seishōnen giyūgun, p.103. 
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youth for emigration and higher-primary school teachers were responsible for convincing 

their male students to join the PYB. 

 An effective method that teachers used to mobilize youth for colonization was 

Kōa Kyōiku.  Kōa Kyōiku was composed of a curriculum specially designed to 

“enlighten” children to the importance of emigration, which was not only for the 

prosperity of the nation, but also for the sake of rural villages.  This “enlightenment” was 

achieved through a combination of lectures and physical training.  Hata Elementary, a 

school in Nagano that began implementing Kōa Kyōiku in 1938, for example, aimed to 

provide an education that “would instill [students] with the awareness that they were 

servants of the imperial nation (tenkoku shinmin).”37  Hata Elementary’s curriculum 

addressed a multitude of topics, for instance, the History of the Development of the 

Japanese Race (Nihon minzoku hatten-shi), the Necessity of Manchurian Development 

(Manshu hatten eno hituyo), Discourse on the East Asian Co-Prosperity Sphere (tōa 

kyōei-ken ron), and Colonial History of North America (hokubei kaitaku-shi), which all 

aimed to legitimize Japan’s colonial ambitions in Manchuria.  It also included two hours 

of kendō a week, because “the large undertaking of Kōa Kyōiku could not be 

accomplished with knowledge and speech alone.”38  Although the PYB was limited to 

male students,39 female students at Hata Elementary received similar education, which 

aimed to “persuade girls that they, too, should undertake their mission as citizens of the 

imperial nation [building Manchukuo], and not yearn for the frivolous culture of the 

city.”40  Kōa Kyōiku’s curriculum and practical training emphasized the importance of 

                                                 
37 Quoted in Naganoken rekishi kyōgikai, Man-mō kaitaku seishōnen giyūgun, p.136. 
38 Quoted in Ibid., p.137. 
39 Women could accompany groups of PYB youth, but did so as dorm mothers, not normal recruits. 
40 Quoted in Ibid., p.136. 
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colonizing Manchuria to the nation’s well-being while providing the physical 

conditioning that would later be useful to students in their lives abroad.   

Perhaps one of the most successful methods for convincing youth to join the PYB 

offered by Kōa Kyōiku was a four to five-day colonial training camp (takushoku kunren, 

also referred to as takukunren).  These colonial training camps sought to accustom 

graduating higher-primary school students (ages 13 to 14) to the PYB lifestyle and, 

ideally, get them to volunteer when they graduated at the end of the academic year.  

Those who registered in Shimo-ina in October of 1942 went to a training ground 

designated by the county school board for 5 days.41  Teachers who had been selected by 

the county school board and completed their one-week training led students throughout 

the entirety of the camp, which consisted of military drills, agricultural work, and lectures 

explaining the mission of the PYB.42  Judging from the reaction paper (kansōbun) 

students wrote on the fifth day, these camps were effective at convincing youth that the 

PYB’s job of building Manchukuo was essential.  Iijima Shōgo, who took part in a 

colonial training camp in Shimo-ina County conducted in October of 1943, wrote, “I was 

moved by every single lecture that I attended.  And in every lecture [the teacher] said that 

rising to the responsibility of the PYB was crucial—I think so too.”43 

In addition to underscoring the vital line linking the colonization of Manchuria 

and the prosperity of the Yamato nation, the “Rise of Asia Education” program also 

portrayed colonization as a solution to overpopulation in Japan’s rural villages.  Again, 

                                                 
41 Shimo-ina kyōikukai, Man-mō kaitaku seishōnen giyūgun takumukunren hike (Shimo-ina kyōikukai, 
October, 1942), p.3. 
42 Naganoken rekishi kyōgikai, Man-mō kaitaku seishōnen giyūgun, pp. 68-70. 
43 Iijima Shōgo’s kansōbun (reactionary paper) for takukunren, October 25, 1943, collection of kansōbun, 
#132, Iida City Institute of Historical Research in Nagano, Japan. 
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using Hata Elementary as an example, students were shown population and household 

land projections from 1940 to 1945 in order to demonstrate the severity of the 

overpopulation problem.  The figures indicated a net increase of 480 families in Hata 

village over the five-year period, and a subsequent drop in the average household arable 

land to 2 tan (just under half an acre, 2,400yd2), signifying a dismal future for the village 

and its residents.  It was in this way that Kōa Kyōiku attempted to demonstrate that 

emigration was simultaneously for the prosperity of the nation and the local village. 

In addition to emphasizing the necessity of colonization for national and local 

prosperity, teachers tried to legitimize Manchurian colonization to their students by 

asserting that it was also necessary to attain minzoku kyōwa (racial harmony), which was 

to benefit the native Manchurians.  The concept of minzoku kyōwa was initially created 

by a group of South Manchurian Railway employees referred to as the Manchurian Youth 

League (Manshū seinen renmeikai), and promised to establish a harmonious coexistence 

between the Japanese and the Chinese living in Manchuria.  It also called for the 

extension of some political power to the Chinese peasantry.44   In the classroom, phrases 

like gozoku kyōwa (Five Race Harmony) and ōdō rakudo (Utopia through the Japanese 

Monarch) were used as another way to motivate students to emigrate.45  A third-grader in 

an elementary school in Gifu prefecture, for example, recalls his teacher’s exhortations to 

the class, “if five-hundred million people do not go to Manchuria within twenty years, 

Asian harmony will not be realized.”46  Likewise, Kushihara Kiyoe, a grade school 

                                                 
44 Young, Japan’s Total Empire, p. 287. 
45 The slogan “five race harmony” was initially created by the Chinese during the Democratic Revolution in 
1911 and referred to the unification of Tibet, China, Mongolia, Manchuria, and Uighur.  However, when 
used by the Japanese during WWII, this slogan referred to the unification of Manchuria, China, Mongolia, 
and Korea with Japan acting as their leader. 
46 Quoted in Sakuramoto, Man-mō kaitaku seishōnen giyūgun, p.24. 
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teacher who emigrated with her husband to Manchuria in 1943, recalls how Manchuria 

was portrayed in the classroom saying: “[students] were taught that we [the Japanese], 

through gozoku kyōwa, were building a utopia (ōdō rakudo).  This was done in an attempt 

to get the generation of youth to embrace colonization…of course, when we went to 

Manchuria we immediately realized that what we were told was different from reality.”47  

As Kushihara indicates, a disjuncture existed between what PYB youth were told and 

what they experienced in Manchuria in regard to racial harmony. 

While PYB youth resided in their Manchurian camps, they were rarely given the 

opportunity to interact with Manchurian natives.  Hirasawa Kunikazu, who joined the 

PYB and emigrated to Manchuria in 1942, recalls that “we [PYB youth] didn’t interact 

with the locals much.  We weren’t allowed to leave the camp.”  As he explained it, “the 

only time I really interacted with them was when I snuck out of the camp to go trade 

something for candy; they didn’t give us candy in the camp.”48  Although PYB youth like 

Hirasawa were confined to their training camps, individual accounts of those who could 

leave the camps suggests Manchuria was heavily segregated.  According to Kushihara 

Kiyoe, who was allowed to leave the camp because her husband was in the PYB cadre 

(kanbu),49 the hierarchy that existed in Manchuria was structured with the Japanese 

immigrants at the top, Korean immigrants in the middle (they were also Japanese citizens 

during this time), and Manchurians at the bottom.50  As she described the segregation that 

existed in Manchuria: “there was a saying ‘It is not a crime to kill a dog or a manjin [the 

                                                 
47 Kushihara Kiyoe, personal interview with author, 29 May 2005. 
48 Hirasawa Kunikazu, personal interview with author, 30 May 2005. 
49 From 1941 youth were sent in groups of 300 (one company), which were normally composed of boys 
from the same prefecture.  Accompanying each company was a group of adults (a cadre), usually composed 
of teachers, government officials, or retired military men, who instructed the youth and managed the 
company’s general affairs in Manchuria. 
50 Kushihara Kiyoe, personal interview with author, 29 May 2005. 
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term Japanese used to refer to native Manchurians].’  There were also signs at parks and 

coffee shops that read ‘No Dogs or manjin allowed’;… I felt like we were a very 

privileged class living in Manchuria.”51  These individual accounts suggest that the racial 

harmony teachers and propaganda preached to Japanese youth was not realized on the 

Asian mainland. 

This section has attempted to show that when propaganda “pushed” youth to 

Manchuria, it did so by declaring emigration was the duty of all youth.  This was based 

on the premise of the “farmer spirit,” which required devotion to the hierarchical head, in 

this case the emperor, who was the symbol of the nation.  Of course, youth also became 

aware of their obligation to the village when statistical data, which forecast a progressive 

decrease in a household’s arable land, was discussed in school curriculum that was 

specifically designed to convince youth to emigrate.  Youth were also told that they were 

to build a racially harmonious Manchukuo.  However, those who emigrated through the 

PYB had little opportunity to contribute to this ideal, because most were not allowed to 

leave the training camps they were stationed at.  Even those who were allowed to leave, 

recall the segregation and elite status that Japanese immigrants enjoyed in Manchukuo 

until the end of the war. 

 

Chapter 2:  Land, Technical Skills, and Prestige 
 
 Along with the efforts to convince youth that colonizing Manchuria was the 

responsibility of all Japanese youth, the PYB simultaneously tried to convince youth that 

joining the PYB and emigrating to Manchuria was advantageous for them as individuals.  

                                                 
51 Manmō kaitaku wo katatsugukai, ed., Shimo-ina no naka no manshū kikikaki hōkoku, vol. 1 (Iida: 
Yoshizawa insatsu kabushikigaisha, 2003), p.69. 



 23

Four benefits that PYB propaganda frequently offered its young members were: (1) the 

acquisition of one’s own land after completing training; (2) daily provisions; (3) the 

opportunity to gain technical skills while in PYB training camps in Manchuria; and (4) by 

comparing itself to the military, PYB propaganda suggested that youth could attain a 

level of prestige similar to those in the military, without the combat risks.  However, to 

fully understand why acquiring these benefits may have appealed to youth, it is important 

to examine what type of students teachers specifically sought out to recruit into the PYB, 

and the economic condition of the rural villages.   

 As previously discussed in the introduction, the economic depression affecting 

rural Japan, which began in the late 1920s and continued until the economic upturn 

brought about by the outbreak of war with China, was particularly devastating to regional 

economies that centered around a single industry—sericulture.  Households in Shimo-ina 

County, whose regional economy had focused on sericulture from the beginning of the 

twentieth century, for example, had an average debt of 715 yen in 1930.52  This amount 

of money was almost enough to pay the prime minister’s annual salary (800 yen) and was 

more than enough to pay for four years of tuition at the most prestigious school in Japan, 

Tokyo University, at 120 yen per-year.53  Presumably, the extreme levels of poverty that 

youth experienced in Shimo-ina during the depression helped render the prospect of 

entering the PYB, which promised the acquisition of technical skills, land, and prestige, 

more desirable.  Teachers, however, did not actively target all youth who fell within the 

PYB age bracket.  Instead, those responsible for recruiting youth into the PYB tended to 

focus on a smaller, select group of youth. 

                                                 
52 Saito, “Shimo-ina chiiki niokeru manshū imin no sōshutsu katei,” p.84. 
53 The figure for the prime minister’s salary is from 1929, and the figure for Tokyo University’s tuition fees 
is from 1931.  Yahiro Shunsuke, pb., Nedanshi nenhyō (Tōkyō: Asahi Shinbunsya, 1988), pp.113, 144. 
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Although the PYB would admit any able-bodied youth who met the age 

restrictions, by 1939 the majority of youth, seventy-four percent, were between the ages 

of fourteen and fifteen.54  This was a drastic difference from the age composition of the 

trial group assembled in 1937, where seventy-six percent of the PYB youth were between 

the ages of seventeen and nineteen.  The drop in age can be partially attributed to a 

consistent insufficiency of recruits that was brought on by the continuation of military 

conscription and forced labor in military-related industries in the late 1930s.55  As a result, 

males in higher-primary schools (kōtō shōgakkō), who normally graduated at the age of 

fourteen, quickly became the targets of PYB propaganda. 

 Graduates of higher-primary schools were the main targets of PYB propaganda by 

1940; however, graduating from one of these schools did not necessarily translate into 

solicitation by a teacher to join the PYB.  A teacher at Inoue Jinjyo Elementary in 

Nagano prefecture, who was praised for his contributions to achieving his school’s PYB 

quota in a 1939 article, for example, shares his secret of success saying: 

Although many of my students wanted to join the PYB, their parents would object.  
I realized that I had to corroborate the grounds parents were objecting to their 
son’s application.  So, I excluded all of those who were first-born sons, those who 
were ill, and those who lacked conviction, and concentrated on the remaining 
students.56 

 
PYB leaflets and interviews with PYB veterans suggest that teachers aimed to recruit 

those who were poor and those who had no intention of continuing to higher-education; 

they also targeted those who were not the beneficiary of the family inheritance, in other 

words, those who were not the first-born son.  This is evident when one looks at the 

composition of incoming recruits.  For example, out of the 16,000 youth who entered 

                                                 
54 Naganoken rekishi kyōgikai, Man-mō kaitaku seishōnen giyūgun, p.61. 
55 Refer to Appendix 2 for annual goals and amount of youth applicants 
56 Quoted in Naganoken rekishi kyōgikai, Man-mō kaitaku seishōnen giyūgun, p.78. 
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Uchihara training camp between 1940 and 1941, seventy-two percent were either the 

second or third-born son.57  This being the case, it is not difficult to imagine how PYB 

promises of technical training, prestige, and especially land may have appealed to 

impoverished youth who had little chance of obtaining these things had they stayed in 

Japan. 

 

“Join the PYB, get Twenty-five Acres” 

  Once a youth joined the PYB, he and his company, which was often composed of 

boys from the same prefecture, were sent to Uchihara training camp in Ibaraki prefecture 

for approximately two months of training (companies with inferior marks would 

normally take longer than the two-month period to graduate).  After the completion of 

their domestic training, youth were then sent to one of five larger training camps in 

Manchuria.  The “smallest” of these could accommodate 3,000 youth and the largest 

10,000 youth for one year of training.  Upon completion of this training, youth were then 

sent to one of eighty-seven smaller camps which normally accommodated 300 youth for 

two more years.58  After three years of training in PYB training camps, youth would 

either join an existing colonial group (kaitakudan), or merge with several other PYB 

companies and establish a new one.  According to propaganda, youth became proprietors 

of ten chō (approximately 25 acres) of their very own after two to three years in the 

kaitakudan. 

 The promise of land after one’s training was effective in getting the interest of 

rural youth.  Kushihara Kiyoe, recalling how the PYB was addressed in the classroom, 

                                                 
57 Sakuramoto, Man-mō kaitaku seishōnen giyūgun, p.137. 
58 Ibid., p.217 
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explains, “It [the PYB] was often portrayed in a way that emphasized the land a student 

could acquire after their three-year training.”59  She also adds, “Approximately eighty 

percent of the local rural population [in Shimo-ina] were tenant farmers, who had to pay 

for the land they worked.  So, the chance to receive land, or the opportunity to make land 

yours….  It was extremely enticing.”60  This certainly seems to have been the case for 

Morimoto Katsuji, a PYB veteran from Shimo-ina County and the third-born son of 

eleven total children.  Morimoto recalls why he decided to join the PYB and talks about a 

PYB leaflet that specified: 

If you worked, land would become yours.  It also indicated that one person would 
receive approximately 25 acres… That is probably why I became so giddy when I 
saw it…I recall that the period of service wasn’t too long, the leaflet had a certain 
uniqueness to it, my family didn’t have much land, and this was an opportunity 
for me to get 25 acres of my very own.61 

 
 “Rather than staying in Japan where land was scarce, I figured I would go to Manchuria 

where land was abundant, and receive 25 acres,”62  admits Mimura Michio, who joined 

the PYB in 1942, while discussing why he decided to join the PYB.  Kushihara argues 

that the opportunity to acquire one’s own land was effective at enticing rural youth, and 

the comments of Morimoto and Mimura support her argument.  However, while youth 

like Morimoto and Mimura joined the PYB in hopes that they would acquire land of their 

own, the probability that these tenurial hopes would be realized was quite low. 

 The power the KA exerted over the PYB in Manchuria made it exceedingly 

difficult to avoid being mobilized for war.  Those who joined the PYB in 1937 and 1938 

should have easily been able to complete their training, their time in the kaitakudan, and 

                                                 
59 Kiyoe Kushihara, personal interview with author, 29 May 2005. 
60 Ibid. 
61 kaitaku wo katatsugukai, ed., Shimo-ina no naka no manshū kikikaki hōkoku, vol. 3 (Iida: Yoshizawa 
insatsu kabushikigaisha, 2005), p.186. 
62 Naganoken rekishi kyōgikai, Man-mō kaitaku seishōnen giyūgun, p.104. 
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obtain their own land; however, once they reached the proper age, PYB youth were 

forced into the military.  Morimoto Katsuji, for example, joined the PYB in 1938 at the 

age of sixteen and his company helped build training camps in Manchuria.  Morimoto 

describes how he felt during this time saying, “I hoped that if we worked diligently and 

finished our training, we [him and his company] could establish a village of our own.  So, 

I worked as hard as I could.”63  However, Morimoto was not given the opportunity to 

realize his aspiration of settling in a village with the rest of his comrades.  Instead, two 

years after his entry into the PYB, Morimoto enlisted into the military.  “I felt like I had 

to, and I didn’t give it any more thought after that;”64 Morimoto insists he was not an 

exception, “Presently, the Japanese Defense Force is a voluntary force, right?  Well, back 

in our day it wasn’t like that, it was all conscription.  So, once you reached the 

appropriate age, you joined.”65  Presumably, others who joined the PYB in its earlier 

years, like Morimoto, were not given their land.  Instead, once youth reached the 

appropriate age, they were conscripted into the military. 

 Even those who were too young to officially be conscripted into the military and 

managed to enter into a colonial group were still at the disposal of the KA.  The 

continued American advance in the Pacific and the subsequent diversion of KA forces 

from the Asian mainland to the Pacific front, made PYB youth stationed in Manchuria 

increasingly susceptible to being mobilized for war.  Kushihara recalls, “In 1944 an order 

from the military demanding youth for military-related labor was issued.  So, Matsumoto, 

one of the members of the cadre (kanbu), along with one-hundred youth left to go fulfill 

                                                 
63 kaitaku wo katatsugukai, ed., Shimo-ina no naka no manshū, vol. 3, p.197. 
64 Ibid., p.198 
65 Ibid. 
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the military’s order…It was not like they would come back after they finished, once those 

who were chosen left, they never came back.”66 

 Although offering land to youth after they were done with their colonial training 

was one of the most persuasive benefits the PYB offered, it was also one of the most 

difficult for a youth in the PYB to secure and maintain.  Those who were old enough to 

be conscripted into the military were, and those who were not were still at risk of being 

mobilized by the KA for military-related work as Japan’s two-front war progressed.  

Although the land youth could gain after their term of service in the PYB was one of the 

most emphasized benefits, it was not the only one which PYB propaganda publicized. 

 

Daily Provisions and Higher Education 

 In addition to the land youth could receive after their training, teachers and PYB 

pamphlets stressed the various benefits available to PYB youth during their three years of 

colonial training.  Specifically, propaganda emphasized that youth could enjoy sufficient 

supplies and food while receiving technical training or furthering their education while in 

PYB training camps. 

 The majority of recruits who graduated from higher-primary schools were 

students in good academic standing.  Statistics compiled by the Colonial Ministry show 

that ninety-two percent of those joining the PYB in 1941 were either in the upper or 

middle echelon of their class.  Statistics from 1942 show similar results with ninety 

percent of those joining the PYB having been in the upper or middle echelon.67  Judging 

from these statistics, the appeal of higher education for these prospective recruits was not 

                                                 
66 kaitaku wo katatsugukai, ed., Shimo-ina no naka no manshū, vol. 1, p.61. 
67 Sakuramoto, Man-mō kaitaku seishōnen giyūgun, p.138. 
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derived from academic ineligibility.  Instead, poverty often acted as an obstruction to a 

youth’s advancement into higher education.  Morimoto Katsuji recalls, “Right after I 

graduated I had to leave [my house] in search of work.  During that time it was normal 

for families who had a lot of kids to send them out as soon as they could in an attempt to 

lower the number of mouths parents had to feed.”68  Kushihara also recalls that “the PYB 

stood as a way to continue education and was quite appealing for those who were poor 

and could not continue to middle school.”69   

 The education that the PYB offered primarily consisted of an assortment of 

technical skills, which varied greatly in nature and complexity.  A PYB pamphlet lists 

some of the skills a youth could gain during his term of service: 

learning how to operate a tractor, stockbreeding, agricultural work, veterinary, 
logging, land surveying, building agricultural tools, weather surveillance, learning 
how to operate a truck, processing of agricultural goods, tin working, brick 
building, wood working, training to become a leader of a PYB company, cooking 
and nutrition training, medical school, training to become a military officer, 
horse-shoe making, tailoring, metal forging, and accounting.70 

 
After the extensive list, the pamphlet informs the reader that “[the PYB] is organized so 

you can study anything you want, and even includes subjects like the Fine Arts and 

Literature.”71  Statements like the one found in this pamphlet were appealing to those 

who desired to further their education and were unable to do so due to their economic 

situation.  The all-expenses-paid lifestyle that youth were offered while in a PYB training 

camp was also appealing.  

Save for a few personal items youth were to bring when they departed for 

Uchihara training camp, youth did not have to worry about any expenses while receiving 

                                                 
68 kaitaku wo katatsugukai, ed., Shimo-ina no naka no manshū, vol. 3, p.185. 
69 Kushihara Kiyoe, personal interview with author, 29 May 2005. 
70 Takumushō takumukyoku, Anata mo giyūgun ni naremasu (Takumushō takumukyoku, n.d.), pp.12-13. 
71 Ibid. 
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PYB colonial training.  The training and travel expenses were divided between the 

Japanese government, the Manchukuo government, and the South Manchurian Railway 

(Mantetsu).  According to the Guidelines for Establishing Colonial Youth Training 

Facilities (seinen nōmin kunrenjyo sōsetsu yōgai), the Japanese government was to 

contribute funds for maintaining the training camps in Japan and Manchuria.  The 

Manchukuo government was to cover construction expenses for the camps, the expenses 

to extend communication and transportation lines to the camps, and funds to maintain the 

training camps in Manchuria.  The South Manchurian Railway covered all transportation 

costs (including the trip to Manchuria, and all transportation within Manchuria), and was 

also expected to assist in the funding of training camps.72  The expenses of training 

camps included supplies such as uniforms, training weapons, and bedding.  However, 

news of problems with provisional insufficiencies in early groups of the PYB had 

reached Japan.  This can explain why some printed propaganda took special efforts to 

dispel these “rumors.”  A PYB pamphlet, complete with illustrations from Tagawa Suihō, 

a famous cartoonist of the time, for example, reassured its young readers that the PYB of 

the past, with its insufficient provisions, was completely different from the current PYB.  

“Before” and “After” comics illustrate this transformation.  As seen below, the difference 

is obvious.  In the “Before” picture (see below left), the background is a barren white 

plane with no supplies to be found. 

 

 

 

                                                 
72 The document does not specify as to which camps Mantetsu was suppose to aid.  Quoted in Sakuramoto, 
Man-mō kaitaku seishōnen giyūgun, pp.32-33. 
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                           Earlier PYB          Present PYB 
Right: Our protective winter clothing sure is warm, isn’t it?                 Even if winter comes, we have an  
Left: I don’t know.  I still haven’t been supplied with mine yet  ample amount of firewood and food in  

storage [so, we will be alright].73 
 

In the forefront, the uneven distribution of supplies is made evident as a youth complains 

to his comrades, who are well-equipped with their winter gear, about not being issued the 

necessary equipment.  In the “After” picture (above right), the well equipped youth, who 

is holding a bag full of food, is surrounded by piles of supplies, functioning to assure 

youth that in the present PYB, there were no shortages in  provisions.  Prospective 

recruits were not the only ones who had to be reassured that the PYB had all issues 

involving provisions under control.  Attention also had to be given to persuading parents 

that the PYB offered their sons auspicious lives. 

When applying to the PYB, a youth’s application needed the family seal of his 

legal guardian.  In an effort to secure this seal, teachers actively tried to convince 

relatives that volunteering for the PYB was advantageous for their teenaged boy.  This 

was no simple task.  A 1941 national survey showed that 42.5 percent of those recruited 

during the year initially encountered opposition from their relatives.74  Even in the 

prefecture that sent the most youth into the PYB, Nagano, fifty percent of the recruits in 

1941 encountered opposition from their relatives.  With their work cut out for them, 
                                                 
73 Takumushō takumukyoku, Anata mo giyūgun ni naremasu, pp. 9, 11. 
74 Naganoken rekishi kyōgikai, Man-mō kaitaku seishōnen giyūgun, p.82. 
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teachers sought opportunities to discuss the PYB directly with relatives.  Kiyoe 

Kushihara recounts what was normally said to the parents of a child wanting to join the 

PYB: 

When we gathered the students who wanted to enter the PYB and talked to their 
parents [we would tell] them that if their son went to Manchuria they could get 
the same food as those in the military and were provided with the same provisions.  
Parents were also told that since an instructor was being sent from the Nagano 
Board of Education, [their child] could achieve a level of education equivalent to 
the completion of middle school.  Furthermore, those who managed to complete 
their three-year training in Manchuria and reside in a colonial group (kaitakudan) 
for two or three years would become an independent farmer and receive 25 acres 
of land.  That was the type of talk that took place with a departing youth’s 
parents.75 

 

Teachers and PYB pamphlets promised potential recruits and their legal guardians that 

youth would receive adequate food and provisions and gain technical skills.  However, 

the PYB lifestyle that had been described to youth by their teachers and other forms of 

propaganda were not completely accurate in illustrating the actual PYB lifestyle some 

youth experienced. 

 Contrary to what propaganda had youth believe, the PYB was not able to ensure 

that youth in training camps, both large and small, were equipped with sufficient supplies, 

and even struggled to provide one of the fundamentals of life, a steady source of food.  

Hirasawa Kunikazu, who joined the PYB and left for Tetsurei, the third largest PYB 

training camp in Manchuria, in 1943, recalls the shortages of food in the camp and 

explains how the youth resolved this problem, “A few of the youth saw some members of 

the cadre (kanbu) with vegetables they had stolen from the native Chinese.  It was not 

long before everyone was stealing vegetables; of course this was done in secret from the 

cadre leaders, although I am pretty sure that the cadre (kanbu) was well aware of what 
                                                 
75 kaitaku wo katatsugukai, ed., Shimo-ina no naka no manshū, vol. 1, p.57. 
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was going on.”76  He also fondly recalled memories of eating raw potatoes with some of 

his PYB comrades at night in the fields of Chinese farmers.  However, he did not recall 

any additional insufficiencies in provisions, such as bedding or winter gear, while at 

Tetsurei.  Kushihara Kiyoe, however, remembers the inadequate provisions of her PYB 

company at Iraha training camp, a small-scale camp in Manchuria, and the difficulties in 

receiving assistance from local communities back home:   

The futons we were provided with were very thin and barely large enough to 
cover a person. On a normal winter night, the indoor temperature would easily 
reach negative ten or fifteen degrees Celsius, despite the heat generated from our 
stoves.  So, one became incredibly cold when one turned in their sleep or exposed 
an appendage.  But despite our repeated requests for additional bedding, nothing 
was sent [from their local community back in Japan].  We finally received 
additional futons for the youth when one of the leaders fibbed in a letter sent back 
home explaining that a train full of futon had been stolen en-route to the camp.77 
 

Although PYB pamphlets like the one cited above argued that these insufficiencies had 

been resolved, testimony from Hirasawa and Kushihara suggest that shortages in food 

and provisions still existed within Manchuria as late as 1943.  Not all the claims of PYB 

propaganda, however, were false.  Youth who joined the PYB were in fact given ample 

opportunities to learn the technical skills leaflets and teachers had promised. 

 Although youth were able to receive schooling similar to the schooling they had 

received in Japan (curriculum that aimed to legitimize Japan’s colonial goals in 

Manchuria and instill youth with a militaristic ethos), the technical skills youth obtained 

were, in a practical sense, more valuable.  PYB training camps, like all Japanese colonial 

villages in Manchuria, were to be completely self-sufficient.  In order to realize this goal, 

youth in PYB companies were trained in an array of skills.  Ten volunteers from every 

company, for example, were chosen at Uchihara training camp in Japan to become 
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members of the nutritional cooking group (eiyō suijibu) and received training that 

centered on preparing food that provided the most nutrition while using a minimal 

amount of rations.  After receiving an additional four months of training in Manchuria, 

these youth would have their chance to manage meals for an entire PYB camp, which 

could hold as many as 10,000 people. 78  Some youth, like Hirasawa Kunikazu, were sent 

to hospitals were they would receive training on methods for maintaining sanitation, 

while others learned effective techniques for creating irrigation for rice fields.  Some of 

the skills could also prove useful for youth after returning to Japan.  Kushihara, for 

instance, remembers one youth who had received basic medical training while in the PYB 

and successfully became a doctor after his return to Japan.  Although school was 

available to youth, as leaflets and teachers argued it would be, it was the practical training 

youth received in Manchuria that proved to be more beneficial for a youth’s life in 

Manchuria and, in some cases, helped them in their postwar lives back in Japan. 

 If a prospective recruit believed what he was told by PYB leaflets and his teachers, 

the PYB stood as an opportunity to continue his education and obtain technical skills 

while not having to worry about the necessary provisions of everyday life.  However, the 

disparity of these claims quickly became apparent.  Insufficiencies in rations appear to 

have been wide-spread, and, despite PYB pamphlet claims, shortages in other necessary 

supplies were not completely resolved.  These conditions forced PYB recruits and leaders 

to turn to ignominious acts to supplement their rations.  On the other hand, PYB youth 

were given the opportunity to learn a variety of skills, just as the propaganda had 

promised.  In some cases, as Kushihara suggests, the PYB gave them the opportunity to 

                                                 
78 Sakuramoto, Man-mō kaitaku seishōnen giyūgun, pp.124-125. 
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achieve a level of education that would have otherwise been unavailable to them had they 

stayed in Japan. 

 

Comparisons to the Military 

 Although propaganda did not state so directly, the Chinese characters used for the 

PYB name and military-style cavalcades both aimed to gain the interest of potential 

recruits by suggesting that they could earn prestige similar to members of the military by 

joining the PYB.  The belief that such comparisons would bolster the number of PYB 

applicants was not unfounded.  Retired military men were often respected members of the 

village, and organizations with military leadership, for example, reservists groups (Zaigō 

gunjindan), were active in various public works and often assisted needy families.  

However, portrayals of the PYB in leaflets and higher-primary school classrooms rarely 

addressed the military role that the KA expected PYB youth to perform in Manchuria.  

Instead, they focused on aspects that would not deter youth from joining the PYB. 

The program that aimed to recruit adolescent males on a national scale and send 

them to Manchuria was first referred to as the “Patriotic Youth Brigade” (Seishōnen 

giyūgun) in November of 1937.  The term is found in the petition calling for the creation 

of the PYB, which was submitted to the government by Katō Kanji and his fellow 

supporters.  Interestingly, the legislation ratified by the government does not use the 

name “Patriotic Youth Brigade.”  Instead, the PYB is referred to as the “Youth Colonists” 

(Seinen kaitakumin).79  The hesitation of Japanese diplomats to use the name “Patriotic 

Youth Brigade” was attributed to the fact that the use of the suffix “gun,” meaning army, 

would make it appear as though the organization was directly associated with the military, 
                                                 
79 Naganoken rekishi kyōgikai, Man-mō kaitaku seishōnen giyūgun, p.36. 
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and as a result invite international criticism.  However, back in Japan, the name “Youth 

Colonist” did not succeed in conjuring up the prestigious image that those calling for the 

PYB’s creation had desired.  In the petition submitted to the government, promoters of 

the PYB asserted that using the name “Patriotic Youth Brigade” was “extremely effective 

at gathering the interest of the youth…and would be especially effective in obtaining the 

approval of the nation.”80  Based on this document, we can assume that the Chinese 

characters chosen for the PYB were meticulously selected by its creators, because they 

believed associating the PYB with the military would attract youth and win the support of 

the people.  Attempts to lure adolescent Japanese males into the PYB with an image of 

prestige, achieved by associating itself with the military, did not stop at the Chinese 

characters it selected for its name.  Military-style cavalcades that were conducted when 

sending off PYB youth were also common practice, and often attracted the interest of 

potential recruits. 

Sōkōkai (send-off parades) similar to military cavalcades that had been conducted 

in Japan since the first Sino-Japanese War, were conducted for the PYB at the village and 

prefecture level.  Both were usually of a magnificent scale and had an audience that 

ranged from high-ranking government officials down to local school children.  The first 

PYB sōkōkai conducted in Nagano, for example, was held in March of 1938.  The 

ceremony officially started at 1p.m., when approximately 900 recruits assembled and 

marched down Main Street (Chūo dōri) to the local shrine where a prayer ceremony was 

held.  The main ceremony was scheduled to begin at 4 p.m. and the schedule was as 

follows.   

                                                 
80 Ibid., p.30. 
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1. Prayer for the imperial family while facing in the direction of the imperial 
palace 

2. Prayer for the imperial ancestors while facing in the direction of the imperial 
shrine (Iseishinnkan) 

3. Singing of the national anthem 
4. Congratulatory address given by a guest 
5. Response address given by a PYB representative  
6. Singing of the song “Patriotic March” (aikoku kōshin) 
7. “Banzai” shouted 3 times81 

 

The procession that followed included a brass band and a march to the train station where 

the new recruits would board a train bound for Uchihara training camp.  As in the case of 

the military, PYB sōkōkai not only served as an official way to announce one’s departure, 

but was a way for the village to express their gratitude to those who were undertaking an 

important mission for the country.  They also proved to be an effective method for 

recruiting youth.  

  “I thought it [the PYB] was magnificent (rippa), just like the military.  And I 

wanted to join,”82  Hirasawa Kunikazu explains, when asked how he felt as a young boy 

after watching a sōkōkai.  Nakamura Akio, who joined the PYB in February 1944, also 

testifies to the energy surrounding these send-offs as he describes his own sōkōkai, which 

took place in Shimo-ina County, “Friends came from the fields, and great numbers of 

people would crowd the sides of the road.  I really felt like it was something grand.  

Everyone was cheering and hooting…it was exactly like the military.”83  Judging from 

these remarks, PYB send-offs were successful at projecting the prestigious image its 

creators strove to produce.  Furthermore, through these sōkōkai, the PYB encouraged 

youth to associate the PYB with the military.  These deliberate attempts to link the PYB 
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82 Hirasawa Kunikazu, personal interview with author, 30 May 2005. 
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with the military gives rise to the question, “why was the military something the PYB 

wanted to associate itself with?”  The active role military-led organizations played in 

rural villages offers a possible answer. 

 The Military Reserve Association (zaigō gunjinkai), which was officially created 

on November 3, 1910, quickly became an accepted organization in rural villages.  

Although local reservist groups (zaigō gunjindan) “made community and civilian 

socialization in military and patriotic values one of their major duties,” the activities that  

reservist associations conducted, which directly contributed to the village welfare, greatly 

improved the military’s popularity.84  Reservist groups assisted needy families in their 

village.  The magazine Comrade in Arms, for instance, recounts a reservist group that 

helped a family in an Akita Prefecture village, which had lost two members to food 

poisoning, by weeding and transplanting its rice paddies.85  Reservists were also active in 

leading youth groups (seinendan) in a variety of activities that helped maintain public 

order and village preservation.  Reservist groups in Nagano, for example, led the 

prefectural youth groups in activities that included patrolling the village at night, shrine 

and temple maintenance, road repair, and school repairs.86  By involving itself in 

endeavors that contributed to the village welfare, the National Reservist Association, 

which was composed of 2,900,000 men and more than 14,000 branches by 1936, 

facilitated a rise in respect and prestige for the military in local villages.87  Although PYB 

propaganda aimed to exploit the local base of support established by reservist groups, 

domestic PYB portrayals rarely addressed its prescribed military role. 

                                                 
84 Smethurst Richard, A Social Basis for Prewar Japanese Militarism (Berkley: University of California 
Press, 1974), p.147. 
85 Ibid. 
86 Ibid., p.144. 
87 Ibid., p.20. 



 39

 Half of an article published soon after the PYB’s creation focused on a series of 

hostilities in Manchuria that youth had participated in.  After stressing the importance of 

defending the Manchurian-Siberian border, the author, Katō Takeo, describes a PYB 

group’s frequent skirmishes with Chinese insurgents, “The youth here have been 

exchanging gunfire with bandits, but they fight cheerfully, as though they were playing a 

game of tag.”88  However, combat-centered portrayals of the PYB, like the one above, 

differed from later portrayals, which downplayed its militaristic role.  One PYB leaflet, 

for instance, suggested that fighting was something the “old PYB” did, not the “current 

one.”  When the pamphlet addresses guard duty in the “old PYB” (see below left), 

illustrations show PYB youth running to meet “bandits” in combat, and, after 

successfully driving them back, articulate their weariness of battle.  This is different from 

the illustration depicting guard duty in the “current PYB” (below right), which was 

represented by a single youth remarking, “Guard duty has been quite boring recently, 

because the bandits have disappeared.”89 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Old PYB        Current PYB90 
 

                                                 
88 Katō Takeo, “Seishōnen giyūgun no seikatsu,” Ie no hikari (December 1938), p.231. 
89 Takumushō takumukyoku, Anata mo giyūgun ni naremasu, pp. 9, 11. 
90 Reproduction of pictures in Ibid. 
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Classroom portrayals, like later PYB leaflets, rarely addressed the fighting youth 

may have had to participate in while in Manchuria, and focused on portrayals that would 

encourage a youth to join.  An outline published and distributed to educators by the 

Shinano Overseas Association (Shinano kaigai kyōkai), for example, encouraged teachers 

to “describe Manchuria in a way that would appeal to young boys.”  The outline suggests 

teachers try discussing “the pleasures of riding horses, fishing, and hunting,” all of which 

they could enjoy in Manchuria.91  Sekiguchi Masami, who joined the PYB in 1944, 

recalls that PYB youth came to his school and described the winter lifestyle of the PYB, 

“[they said that] in the winter you could hunt and eat rabbit and pheasant all the time, 

because there was no work to do.”92  Teachers tended to portray the PYB in a way that 

would appeal to their young students, and included the various recreational activities the 

PYB offered.  However, classroom and leaflet portrayals of the PYB failed to inform the 

youth that those in the PYB were susceptible to being used as a military reserve for the 

KA, and that PYB units could be moved to the front line at anytime the KA ordered them 

to do so.  The failure to disclose this disparity in the classroom, however, may or may not 

have been a deliberate attempt by teachers to deceive their students.   

Misawa Yutaka, the higher primary school teacher who successfully persuaded a 

student of his to join the PYB in Chapter 1, was later conscripted into the military and 

sent to Manchuria.  After the war, he decided to attend a local reunion meeting that was 

held in his village, “I was happy that I would be able to re-unite with some of my 

students, and I was smiling brightly as I approached.”  However, to Misawa’s surprise, 

his students did not appear very happy to see him, “You went to Manchuria and 
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participated in the war, just like us, Mr. Misawa.  So, we forgive you” was all they had to 

say.93  Misawa was perplexed by his students’ reaction, and insists that he was simply 

doing what his government had asked to do, do his best to carry out the nation’s colonial 

policy.  Not all of the teachers who enthusiastically participated in PYB recruitment did 

so because they agreed with the ideology of PYB propaganda.  While discussing the 

motives of teacher’s active participation in recruiting youth for the PYB, Louise Young 

observes that “the idea of Manchurian colonization appealed to teachers and other 

grassroots agents of empire because it seemed to offer an alternative for a rural 

underclass trapped in poverty and oppression.”94  According to Kushihara Kiyoe, 

however, “most of those who were advocating emigration to Manchuria were not aware 

of the conditions of those presently there, and those who did know rarely said anything,” 

suggesting that many teachers were misinformed and, consequently, misinformed their 

students.95  Regardless of teachers’ motives, classroom lectures frequently implied that 

PYB youth would not take part in any front-line combat on the Asian continent, an 

implication that proved to be incorrect, especially for those stationed near the Siberian 

border. 

By the time the Soviet Union had commenced Operation August Storm, the 

Soviet code name for the invasion of Manchukuo, the bulk of the KA’s troops had been 

sent to Okinawa to assist Japan’s forces on the Pacific front.  Furthermore, the KA 

consolidated its remaining mainland-forces near the capitol of Manchukuo, Shinkyō.  

Thus when Soviet troops began invading from the North, the KA supplemented its border 

defenses with colonists who were in a close proximity to the Soviet border.  Shortly after 
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Nakamura Akio heard the distant artillery fire between Japan and the Soviet Union, he 

recalls that an order from the military called all able-bodied males to report to the front.96  

Similarly, Kushihara Kiyoe remembers that KA attempts to supplement its forces with 

colonists nearly deprived her group of all of its males, “[the males] left in an attempt to 

replenish the KA, which had fallen back South.  Men in Kaitakudan were also taken.  All 

of the PYB teachers and staff had to leave, and we were left with only one leader.  One 

third of the youth were also taken.”97  Clearly, those who were stationed near the Siberian 

border and were physically able were mobilized by the KA and forced to join the ranks of 

the military, thus fulfilling the PYB’s prescribed role as a military reserve. 

 This section has attempted to show that when propaganda successfully drew 

prospective recruits to the PYB, it did so by promising youth: (1) the commodities of 

daily life; (2) acquisition of technical skills while stationed in PYB training camps; (3) 

their own land after their term of service; and (4) prestige similar to the military.  

Presumably, these would have appealed to the impoverished members of the rural 

community and those who had little chance of obtaining these things had they remained 

in Japan.  Of course, what youth were told in Japan often differed from what they 

experienced in Manchuria.  Food rations and other provisions were not available in the 

abundance that the propaganda had implied.  Acquiring and holding land in Manchuria 

proved to be exceedingly difficult for PYB youth, and while the PYB may have allowed 

youth to gain prestige in their local villages, those who were stationed to the North were 

often forced to fight when the KA ordered them to—a truth that school teachers and PYB 

pamphlet authors were either unaware of or failed to divulge.  However, the youth were 
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able to learn various technical skills, and those stationed to the south were less likely to 

be mobilized to fight, just like the propaganda had declared.  The individual benefits PYB 

propaganda used in an attempt to persuade youth to join the PYB were not completely 

fraudulent, but the veracity of such propaganda varied greatly depending on the 

geographical location and specific camp to which the youth were sent. 

 

Conclusion 

 The military ethos that permeated Japanese society during the Second World War 

preached personal sacrifice and devotion for the good of the nation.  Perhaps the most 

extreme manifestation of this ethos was the Kamikaze tactics Japan used towards the end 

of the war.  Although these attacks meant certain death, volunteers for this special attack 

unit were numerous and “determined to die, to become eirei, that is ‘guardian spirits’ of 

their country.  To die for the country was regarded as a great honour.”98  Although 

joining the PYB did not mean certain death, recruits were not to waver in the face of 

hardship.  As the PYB handbook reminds youth, “respect life, and do not fear death.”99  

As propaganda argued, contributing to the colonization of Manchuria was the duty of 

Japan’s youth, because it ensured a successful and prosperous future for the Yamato 

nation.   

 PYB propaganda also emphasized the benefits that it offered youth, while 

minimizing aspects that could deter them from joining—if it addressed them at all.  

Those who entered the PYB and arrived in Manchuria were quite aware of the disjuncture 

between domestic propaganda and the life they were living abroad.  Furthermore, the 
                                                 
98  Axell Albert and Kase Hideaki, Kamikaze: Japan’s Suicide Gods (Great Britain: Pearson Education 
Limited, 2002), p.35. 
99 Seishōnen giyūgun techō (PYB handbook), p.48. 
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PYB youth, and Japanese colonists in general, often became the victims of Soviet and 

Chinese hostility after Japan’s capitulation.  Those who joined the PYB and were from 

Nagano Prefecture, for example, had a twenty percent chance that they would not return 

home.100  Kushihara Kiyoe recalls that these heavy losses may have been attributed to the 

KA’s untimely retreat, “When one joined the PYB they were told that they were exactly 

the same as the military…but when we lost the war, there were two groups, those who 

were in the military, and everyone else.  And the former left as soon as they could.”101   

 Although the PYB veterans who this author had the pleasure of speaking with 

reflected back on their emigration to Manchuria with a sense of self-respect, knowing that 

they did what their country had asked of them, they did express their disappointment at 

having been deceived by their teachers and their country.  Individuals who reflect on their 

experience in this way appear to be widespread.  Although those directly addressing the 

youth may not have been aware of the true reality that waited for PYB youth in 

Manchuria, there is an abundance of records where PYB veterans express their 

disgruntlement about having been deceived, leaving little doubt that many veterans were 

retrospectively resentful towards those responsible for their enlistment.  Deceiving 

Japan’s youth is exactly what PYB propaganda did.  The KA’s intent to use the PYB as a 

means to suppress a mounting Chinese insurgency and as a military reserve in times of 

crisis was clearly prescribed in the legislation that created it.  However, propaganda 

disseminated by the government tactfully avoided this detail when it tried to persuade 

youth to join the PYB.  Rather, it focused on aspects of the PYB that would spread an 
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ideology in support of the colonization of Manchuria among the youth, and mobilized 

them for that very purpose. 
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Appendix 1- 
Map found in  

Araragi Shinzō, Manshū imin no rekishi shakaigaku, p.353. 
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Actual Number of PYB Youth Sent 
to Manchuria 

 
Year Planned 

Number 
Actual 

Number 
% of 
Goal 

1938 30,000 21,999 73.0 

1939 30,000 8,887 29.6 

1940 12,600 8,922 70.8 

1941 12,000 12,622 105.1 

1942 12,100 11,795 97.4 

1943 20,800 10,658 51.2 

1944 30,000 7,799 25.9 

1945 30,000 3,848 12.8 

Actual Number of Youth 
Sent 

86,530 

Appendix 2- 
Table found in Naganoken rekishi kyōikusha kyōgikai, 

Man-mō kaitaku seishōnen giyūgun to shinnō kyōikukai, p.12. 

 
 
 

Picture of PYB Training Camp 
 
 
  
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A picture of one of the larger PYB training camps in Manchuria, Tetsurei. 
                     This picture was courtesy of Kunikazu Hirasawa. 
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